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CEO Ton Büchner expected to return to AkzoNobel around year-end 
 
AkzoNobel’s Supervisory Board this week received an update on the progress of 
CEO Ton Büchner’s recovery. Following a Supervisory Board meeting today, the 
company reported that medical specialists expect the CEO to fully recover and that 
it is anticipated that he will return to work sometime around year-end. 
 
“We are pleased to report that the current treatment is effective and progress is 
being made. However, it is important that the full cycle of treatment is completed 
and a premature commencement of activities is avoided,“ said Karel Vuursteen, 
Chairman of the Supervisory Board. “We are glad that Ton is progressing and we 
look forward to welcoming him back to the company later this year. In the 
meantime, we have appropriate governance in place.” 
 
The company’s temporary arrangements to accommodate Ton’s absence will 
remain in place. CFO Keith Nichols will continue to be the first point of contact and 
coordinator for the Executive Committee, while Antony Burgmans, member of the 
Supervisory Board, will remain on hand to offer advice and support to Keith and the 
Executive Committee. 
 
AkzoNobel will announce its Q3 results for 2012 at 07.00 CET tomorrow. A 
conference call for analysts will be held from 09.00 until 10.30 CET. Supervisory 
Board member Antony Burgmans will answer questions relating to this 
announcement. 
 
- - - 
 
AkzoNobel is the largest global paints and coatings company and a major producer of specialty chemicals. We 
supply industries and consumers worldwide with innovative products and are passionate about developing 
sustainable answers for our customers. Our portfolio includes well known brands such as Dulux, Sikkens, 
International and Eka. Headquartered in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, we are consistently ranked as one of the 
leaders in the area of sustainability. With operations in more than 80 countries, our 55,000 people around the world 
are committed to excellence and delivering Tomorrow’s Answers Today™. 
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Safe Harbor Statement 
This press release contains statements which address such key issues as AkzoNobel’s growth strategy, future 
financial results, market positions, product development, products in the pipeline, and product approvals. Such 
statements should be carefully considered, and it should be understood that many factors could cause forecasted 
and actual results to differ from these statements. These factors include, but are not limited to, price fluctuations, 
currency fluctuations, developments in raw material and personnel costs, pensions, physical and environmental 
risks, legal issues, and legislative, fiscal, and other regulatory measures. Stated competitive positions are based on 
management estimates supported by information provided by specialized external agencies. For a more 
comprehensive discussion of the risk factors affecting our business please see our latest Annual Report, a copy of 
which can be found on the company’s corporate website www.akzonobel.com. 


